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function! As a matter of fact, neurosis and morbidity are
proportionate to the degree of genuine repression. Ought
we really to assume that all the beauty and grandeur of the
works of man are nothing but poor substitutes for infantile
primitiveness ? Is there any reason why the Freudians
should not take their own creed as such a neurotic substitu-
tion ? The man who creates is not necessarily a neurotic.
The more neurotic he is, the more is he a sick man. Disease
never promotes creative work: on the contrary, it is the
most serious obstacle to creation. No dissolution qf any
repression whatsoever can destroy true creativeness. And so
you never can deplete the unconscious. It is the ever-creative
mother of consciousness. Consciousness, which is the ego's
awareness of its relatedness to what goes on within- the
psyche, has evolved, both in the individual and in the race,
out of unconsciousness.
When you^k how consciousness arose from unconscious-
ness; then I must answer, that we can only infer from present
experience an origin far hidden in the gulf of the past, and
beyond the reach of science. I do not know whether such a
conclusion is permissible, but it may have been that even
in those remote times consciousness arose in much the same
way as it arises to-day. There are two distinct ways in which
we see consciousness come about. The one is a moment of
high emotional tension comparable to that scene in Wagner's
Parsifal, where Parsifal, in the instant of greatest temptation,
suddenly realizes the meaning of Amfortas' wound. The other
way is a contemplative condition, where representations
move like dream-images. Suddenly an association between
two apparently disconnected and remote representations
takes place, through which a great amount of latent energy
may be released. Such a moment is a sort of revelation. In
each case it is a concentration of energy, arising from an
external or internal stimulus, that brings about conscious-
ness. Many, but not all, of the early infantile memories retain
the traces of such sudden flares of consciousness. Like so-called

